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This guide is concerned with the care and cleaning of artificial grass surfaces and contains
the most important guidelines for maintaining an artificial grass facility. This booklet has
been designed for outdoor sand-rubber filled artificial grass pitches, which implicates that
some activities described are not necessary for indoor artificial grass pitches or sand-filled
artificial grass pitches.

Any artificial grass pitch needs to be maintained on a regular basis in order to preserve the
best possible playing characteristics. DOMO Sports & Leisure Grass is aware, however, that
maintenance guidelines are not followed carefully enough. The consequence is that playing
conditions are considerably worsened.

Maintaining an artificial grass pitch requires close cooperation between the owner / user of
the pitch and the specially trained engineers. Therefore we determine:

e Regular maintenance: maintenance carried out by owner / user

e Specialist maintenance: maintenance carried out by trained engineers
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1. Early Days of Settlement

During the first month after installation, the rubber infill may be a bit higher than described in
the technical specifications of the product. After some playing hours, the rubber infill will
settle down.

When the weather is dry, the pitch should be brushed every five (5) days.

During the early days of settlement, the artificial grass pitch may require extra applications of
top dressing. After two (2) or three (3) months it might be necessary to fill in extra rubber.

DOMO Sports & Leisure Grass staff is prepared to give advice when necessary.
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2. Regular Maintenance
2.1. Vegetation

It is possible that weeds grow, especially along the sides of the artificial grass pitch. The
weeds can best be removed by hand, taking care to pull out the roots as well and making
sure that the sub base of the pitch is not damaged in the process. Weather permitting (sunny
and dry weather for at least three days) weeds can also be removed with a biodegradable
herbicide.

If a pitch is surrounded by trees and other vegetation, moss and weed killing should take
place two or three times a year to ensure that vegetation does not accumulate on the artificial
grass pitch. To avoid misunderstandings and problems, please contact DOMO Sports &
Leisure Grass concerning the substances to be used for removing moss and weed before
applying them on the artificial grass pitch.

2.2. Natural Debris

In autumn, leaves and needles from trees and bushes will fall on the pitch. If not removed
promptly they will work themselves into the artificial grass pitch. This may effect the
permeability, as will moss and soiling of the carpet pile. It is therefore important to remove
such debris as soon as possible. This can be done with a synthetic lawn rake, a sweeper or
a blower. When using a sweeper, make sure not to sweep up too much of the sand rubber
infill. A blower gives the best result: blow leaves and needles to one side of the pitch, where
they can be collected with a lawn rake and removed. Take care not to point the nozzle too
deep. When using machines with engines make sure they do not leak oil, as it is very difficult
to remove oil from artificial grass. Moreover, oil may damage the latex layer, and
consequently affect the pile anchorage.

2.3. Canteen Waste

Special care must be taken with ‘canteen waste’ like glasses, tins, mugs, cigarettes,
fireworks, chewing gum... Chewing gum is best removed with ice, but can also be removed
with water or ice spray. When using ice spray, make sure the amount of freon is not too high
in order not to damage the artificial grass fibre.

Players cause the majority of soiling of the artificial grass. To prevent soiling by the players it
is recommended they wipe their feet thoroughly before entering the artificial grass pitch. This
can be achieved in several ways: a dirt sluice with grids, a walk-on walk-off mat, brushes...
Special signs near the gates should draw players’ attention to these regulations.

Enough wastebaskets should be provided around the artificial grass pitch. A hardened
entrance path from the changing rooms to the pitch should be provided.
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2.4. Brushing

To keep the amount and the distribution of the sand rubber infill of the artificial grass pitch in
optimum condition, regular brushing (minimal once a week) with a triangular or rectangular
brush is the basis for regular maintenance. Brushing with a triangular brush is ideal, when no
triangular brush is available, two rectangular brushes after one another give a good result
also. If a tractor is used, ensure that the wheel pressure is less than 0,75 kg/cm2. This work
can be carried out in either dry or damp conditions.

Brushing or drag matting should be done on a regular basis. It is important that the pile of
the artificial turf retains its vertical position and regular brushing is an important procedure
that must not be neglected. The surface should be brushed in alternating directions. The
last ride should be in the direction of the joints, following the width of the artificial grass pitch.

In order to keep the rubber infill in position loose on top of the sand, brush the pitch every
week using a maintenance machine. Should you not have this device, install a wide brush
(appr. 1,5 m with 10 — 15 cm plastic brushes) behind a small tractor. This work can be
carried out in dry conditions. If using a tractor, check the wheel pressure, as it must be less
than 0,75 kg/cm2. When turning on the pitch make a turn of 6 — 10 m at low speed.

As the artificial grass pitch wears, micro grindings are created. These grindings are
concentrated on the pitch during (heavy) rainfall and may cause a ‘cake’. If this occurs it is
advisable to remove this material with a plastic or wooden snow shovel to prevent it being
walked into the pitch. It goes without saying that this material should be removed from the
sand rubber infill as much as possible during major maintenance.

If lines, seams... come loose they should be repaired as soon as possible. A loose seam of
about 0,5 meter may quickly become several meters unless quick action is taken. Contact
DOMO Sports & Leisure Grass immediately should you find a loose seam on the pitch.

Extra attention should be paid to the penalty spot and the goal areas: they may require earlier
replacement.



